
   Administrative Assistant 

 

Executive Minutes: Meeting with Academies of Sciences from countries in 
the Amazon basin 

December 5-6, 2014 – Manaus, Brazil. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Acknowledging the need to protect and expand the significant successful conservation 

efforts employed in the Amazon over the last decade, the SDSN-Amazon initiative (Sustainable 

Development Solutions Network for the Amazon) is going through an empowerment process to 

define a sustainable development vision for the Amazon in the post-2015 period. 

To this purpose, the initiative is working on mobilizing regional actors, such as research 

centers, universities, civil society organizations, and public and private institutions, aiming to 

identify and share new technology, business model, and public policy-oriented sustainable 

development solutions. The SDSN-Amazon was established on March 18th, 2014 at the 

Fundação Amazonas Sustentável headquarters (FAS, Amazonas Sustainable Foundation) and 

works under the auspices of the United Nations Sustainable Development Solutions Network 

(www.unsdsn.org), established in 2012 to mobilize and set up post-2015 global sustainable 

development goals. 

The SDSN-Amazon’s main challenge is to play a unique role focused on network 

management for innovation in the Amazon, in order to promote: 

i. spaces to discuss solution-development policies; 

ii. articulation to create innovative initiatives in science, business, and civil society 

solutions; 

iii. mobilization of media outlets to raise awareness among the masses; 

iv. training through a web platform provided by regional universities. 

Additionally, the SDSN-Amazon can contribute to define a vision on “the Amazon we want” 

in 2030, by working up Sustainable Development Goal indicators for the Amazon.  

Currently, the Amazonas Sustainable Foundation (FAS) is working voluntarily as the 

administrative assistant for the SDSN-Amazon and will initially host, articulate, promote, and 

coordinate activities in the Amazon region. As the network’s program and governance 

develops, the participating institutions in Amazon countries will take the lead in specific 

projects.  

To achieve its main goals, the SDSN-Amazon is holding meetings with regional actors and 
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interest groups to present the network’s concept, discuss a common agenda, and garner 

contributions to the work plan and governance, thus strengthening the network’s role through 

new partnerships. 

This document presents what was discussed in the meeting with representatives of the 

Academia Brasileira de Ciências (ABC, the Brazilian Academy of Sciences). This group is 

considered top priority within SDSN-Amazon articulations, due to the UNSDSN’s scientific and 

cooperation essence toward universities and research centers. 

Established in 1916, the ABC is an independent, non-governmental, and nonprofit 

organization operating as an honorary scientific society. It contributes to studies in fields that 

are fundamental to society, aiming to effectively contribute to promote scientific studies in 

order to support Brazilian policies in ST&I-related areas. The ABC promotes several different 

activities, including national and international seminars and workshops, and document 

production. Additionally, it monitors the main activities on the legislative, executive, and 

judicial levels, both in enforcing the Brazilian National ST&I Policy (PNCT&I in the Portuguese 

acronym) and by offering the necessary scientific basis for public policy- and decision-making. 

The Academy’s international work is noteworthy, assisting in conversations with Latin American 

scientific organizations in a formal partnership with the Brazilian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

(MRE in the Portuguese acronym). 
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II. DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 

Economy & Society: 

 

The aspect that all attendees stressed was how it is necessary to reduce remoteness in the 

Amazon region and turn it into an interconnected ecosystem in order to promote its economy 

and make it stronger through its products and services. However, to build up the economy, it is 

necessary to develop local leader and human resource training.  

 

 

Sciences 

 

It was noticed that the IANAS (the InterAmerican Network of Academies of Sciences) is the key 

actor amongst the academic community to interconnect the building and spreading of 

innovative solutions through the Amazon. To effectively have scientific organizations in the 

region involved with it, it was stated that scientific programs regarding the Amazon ecosystem 

should be integrated with programs and institutions in the High Amazon – or Andean region.  

 

Environmental policy 

 

There is still not enough understanding and scientific consensus on the cultural, geographic, 

and climate context of the region and reasoning based on evidence built through multi-

disciplinary collaboration to get to solutions. The big challenge facing the Amazon still is 

reducing deforestation. However, today, this challenge is becoming increasingly clearer, and 

fighting it is growing in importance due to the role played by the Amazon in Brazil’s water 

supply crisis. 
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III. EXECUTIVE MINUTES 

 

The meeting held by the SDSN-Amazon in partnership with the Brazilian Academy of 

Sciences (ABC) took place on December 5th at Amazonas Sustainable Foundation’s Lidia 

Prisotto Hall, in the city of Manaus.  

 

The goal of this meeting was to bring together representatives of the ABC and the 

Academies of Sciences of Amazon countries (Brazil, Venezuela, Colombia, Peru, Bolivia, and 

Ecuador) to discuss the potential contribution science can make to build a solution-oriented 

agenda for sustainable development in the Amazon, and how the SDSN-Amazon network 

can contribute to articulate this agenda and make it more dynamic.  

 

Professor Virgílio Viana, Director-General at the Amazonas Sustainable Foundation and 

SDSN-Amazon Coordinator, opened the meeting by introducing its objectives and 

explaining what the SDSN-Amazon is about. Prof. Viana also pointed out important matters 

regarding the role of science in sustainable development solutions for the Amazon. He 

believes science can make a significant contribution in problem-solving pursuit and building 

regarding extreme poverty, natural disasters and climate change mitigation, ecosystem 

service assessment, and biodiversity conservation.  

 

Then, Emma Torres, Senior Adviser at the PNUD and Co-coordinator at the SDSN-Amazon, 

introduced and moderated the panel with the heads of Academies of Sciences from six 

Latin American countries, as follows: 

 

 Manuel Gonzalo Taboada (National Academy of Sciences of Bolivia) 

 German Poveda (Colombian Academy of Exact, Physical, and Natural Sciences) 

 Carlos Alberto Soria (Academy of Sciences of Ecuador) 

 Claudio Bifano (Academy of Physics, Mathematics, and Natural Sciences of Venezuela) 

 Jacob Palis (Brazilian Academy of Sciences – ABC) 

 Rodil Tello Espinoza (University of the Peruvian Amazon) 
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Prof. Roberto Dall’Agnol (ABC/UFPA/ITV) opened the panel and objectively presented the 

significant advances in Science and Technology (S&T) achieved in the Brazilian Amazon, 

especially regarding the use of technology for environmental exploitation and ecosystem 

conservation.  

 

According to Prof. Dall’Agnol, the S&T institutions based in the Amazon can contribute to 

the sustainable development agenda in the area by sharing and spreading multidisciplinary 

knowledge about the Amazon itself and developing change monitoring systems and data 

for the region. To achieve this level of interaction, Dall’Agnol believes, the most promising 

areas to invest in S&T activities in the Amazon in the next five years should be researches 

on sustainable use of mineral, biological, and water resources. 

 

Nevertheless, the professor stated that there are great challenges facing organizations and 

researchers in the Amazon region in order to reach these goals. First of all, the Amazon 

must be regarded a national and global priority, as it is considered unique, and requires 

special attention in addressing its particular qualities and characteristics. One of the 

possible solutions to achieve this scenario would be to integrate and mobilize 

multidisciplinary research programs across the Amazon. However, he believes this 

collaboration will not effectively come into being until high quality communication 

technologies are properly developed in the region.  

 

Innovation in regional problem solving would come through investments in local human 

resource training, whether through new universities, undergraduate and graduate courses 

on specific local issues, or new research centers in the Amazon. Prof. Dall’Agnol presented 

data on the growing graduate course offerings in the Amazon, aiming to expand S&T 

activities. He also pointed out that these graduate programs need to be more focused on 

natural sciences, in order to train local professionals so they can become regional leaders 

and develop innovation focused on the region’s distinctive characteristics. 

 

Prof. Dall’Agnol closed his presentation arguing for the SDSN-Amazon’s relationship with 

the scientific and academic fields, which should focus on specific initiatives instead of 

programs that are too general. 
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Afterwards, Emma Torres conducted the panel with the heads of the Brazilian Academy of 

Science of Latin American countries. To participate in this discussion, panel members 

received the following questions beforehand, as they would guide the debate: 

 

1. What is the role and contribution of science for facing sustainable development 

challenges in the Amazon? 

2. How can scientific organizations contribute to sustainable development problem solving 

in the Amazon region? 

3. What are the main Amazon-focused areas of research for the next 5 years? 

4. What are the challenges facing researchers and research centers based in the Amazon? 

5. How is it possible to foster cooperation among researchers toward sustainable 

development in the Amazon? 

6. How can science contribute to develop innovative solutions to deal with problems in the 

Amazon region? 

7. What could be the effective contributions to the SDSN-Amazon in the scientific field and 

vice-versa? 

 

Manoel Taboada, from the National Academy of Sciences of Bolivia, argued that the role of 

science in sustainable development actions for the Amazon should be based on building a 

framework for research and technology development to support initiatives regarding 

conservation of the biome. For Mr. Taboada, science organizations may contribute to the 

Amazon’s sustainable development agenda by spreading multidisciplinary knowledge about 

the Amazon itself. 

 

The main challenge he points out is to deal with issues regarding deforestation, and 

consequently agribusiness expansion in the region. Another challenge Prof. Taboada brings 

up is the new types of tropical diseases that are emerging and to which there are no 

preventive solutions or treatment being developed or extensively investigated. In this case, 

science plays an important role to serve the population. This issue was also brought up by 

Rodil Tello Espinoza, who talked about the importance of having improved studies on 

medicinal use of biodiversity.  
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For Professor Germain Poveda (Colombia), science still needs to improve a vision on the 

Amazon ecosystem and better convey how its dynamics operate, beyond the biodiversity 

and forest population approach, also including the Andean region. According to Mr. 

Poveda, the academic community could support sustainable development-driven solutions 

for the Amazon by sharing scientific knowledge to build a local economic model that can 

appeal to new patents, new medications, and the commercial development of other local 

products. Notwithstanding, he pointed out that science’s great challenge regarding 

sustainable development improvement in the Amazon is to better understand the 

consequences, impacts, and transformations of climate change in the region.   

 

Following this line of thought to promote the Amazonian economy for sustainable 

development, Prof. Carlos Soria (Ecuador) believes science can contribute to solutions 

through industry diversification focusing on sustainable natural resources. In this sense, the 

research lines to be developed should focus on sustainable use of local natural resources 

and global food, mineral, energy, and tourism industries.  

 

Another important topic discussed by debaters was Amazon-oriented research and 

education investments. Prof. Claudio Bifano, from Venezuela, proposed a new university 

center model, oriented toward the Amazon’s specific study and research needs based on its 

particular economic characteristics.  

 

During the discussion open to the public, important matters emerged, such as Prof. Hernan 

Chaimovich’s, who highlighted the importance of using science as a tool and part of a long-

term sustainable development planning for the Amazon, with feasible, palpable short-term 

goals and indicators. Prof. Chaimovich also highlighted the importance of reaching out to 

the Interamerican Network of Academies of Sciences (IANAS), which may be a potential 

articulation hub bringing together academic organizations based in Latin America and the 

SDSN-Amazon. Such articulation may expand, integrate, and capitalize actions by both 

networks, aiming at their common sustainable development agenda for the Amazon. Prof. 

Chaimovich stressed the need to create local, young leaderships who may grow and keep 

the discussion going.  

 



   Administrative Assistant 

 

For Noemia Kazue Ishikawa, a researcher at the INPA (the Brazilian National Institute for 

Amazonian Research), to further develop educational activities in the Amazon, it is 

necessary to develop means of communication that can reach and move all Amazonian 

peoples, bearing in mind the languages and dialects of different indigenous peoples and 

cultures. 

 

The economist at the Earth Institute and Professor at the University of Columbia Jeff Sachs 

concluded the meeting discussing important matters regarding scientists’ contribution to 

the sustainable development agenda in the Amazon. Among the matters he addresses is 

the importance of defining funding models to make actions happen, in order to keep jobs 

and people in the region who are capable of carrying out this agenda and dealing with 

essential issues, such as climate change. Prof. Sachs also highlighted the role of science in 

enabling specific Sustainable Development Goal indicators (SDGs) for the Amazon.  

 

On December 6th, the meeting resumed in the Rio Negro Sustainable Development Reserve, 

in the Tumbira community, where Ana Toni, of the Public Interest Management, Research 

and Consultancy (GIP in the Portuguese acronym), presented the main ideas that will foster 

the SDSN-Amazon’s strategic plan for the next five years. One of the main topics discussed 

after the presentation was the issues regarding SDNS-Amazon’s need to promote 

innovation, through compliances and articulation with the academic and scientific 

community. Such innovation is extremely important to reach fields that are essential for 

sustainable development in the Amazon: political, economic, social, and environmental.  

 

Based on the questions previously submitted and the discussions held on December 5th and 

6th, 2014, it was possible to identify the key necessary aspects to promote better 

interaction between the scientific community and the sustainable development solutions 

agenda for the Amazon. Information sharing is definitely the most important aspect to 

achieve effective solutions. According to the group, science is still too focused on 

universities and research and innovation centers, and its actual use in real-life situations is 

only sporadic and limited in reach, thus making it impossible to have it replicable at scale. A 

multidisciplinary collaboration is necessary to turn this scenario around, expanding local 

human resource and social leader training and creating a unique network with the 

interested parties.  



   Administrative Assistant 

 

 

Regarding the challenges facing the scientific community and the SDSN-Amazon so they 

can effectively interact for the sustainable development solutions agenda in the Amazon, 

the group believes it is a top priority to define a work focus and multidisciplinary 

collaboration limits and model, considering social, economic, and cultural aspects, and to 

identify the players that should be involved. The group finds it important to come to an 

agreement as to what should be the SDSN’s role and how it can be the link between 

countries, considering political and funding challenges. They believe the academies’ 

relationship with other Amazon basin actors requires improvement. 

 

The group feels that the ABC’s and SDSN-Amazon’s efforts aiming at a collaborative work 

should first focus on identifying the main topics that require sustainable development 

solutions in the Amazon, which could be investigated on the national level, through 

national meetings with academies of sciences and a meeting with academies of sciences 

from all Amazon countries. 

 

Finally, they understand that collaboration may also be focused on developing funding 

mechanisms to Amazon-focused sustainable development-related research, and that both 

networks can share and spread their Research, Development & Innovation project results 

and contribute to improve public policy by assisting in communication processes between 

researchers and public policy makers, both on the national and regional level. 


